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enlightened and elevated views of life bridged the
chasm that separates the ancient from the Christian
state, and led the way to freedom. Seeing how
little security there is that the laws of any land shall
be wise or just, and that the unanimous will of a
people and the assent of nations are liable to err, the
Stoics looked beyond those narrow barriers, and
above those inferior sanctions, for the principles
that ought to regulate the lives of men and the
existence of society. They made it known that
there is a will superior to the collective will of
man, and a law that overrules those of Solon and
Lycurgus. Their test of good government is its
conformity to principles that can be traced to a
higher legislator; that which we must obey, that
to which we are bound to reduce all civil authorities,
and to sacrifice every earthly interest, is that
immutable law which is perfect and eternal as
God Himself, which proceeds from His nature, and
reigns over heaven and earth and over all the
nations.5'1

Undoubtedly the influence of the Jus Naturce as
preached by the Stoic philosophers has had an
incalculable influence on the history of the world,
and especially on all movements towards individual
liberty.

Acton remarks that three things are lacking in the
ancient world, namely, representative government,
the emancipation of the slaves, and liberty of con-
science. In spite of various approximations such as
federal councils elected ad hoc or the establishment
of a toleration that is consistent with polytheism,